_; the ve tern tz;»u,n-;ea of the Pv qukugo - *re Yigrong

"'Bimalaya Ra ge by tne lfutle Lnown chuko area lying astride the
o of the ;saa;po.
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KONGRO_AREA

Rongbo is the name of an ancient administrative district or province

of southeastorn Tibet, Its bounderics are a;neﬁhat indefinite but for the

s study are deflned &3 extending roughly from 29°H to 30°30'R

east from sbout 93%0 93°. e most imnurtant aveas within

b b o e b 8

Kongbo are the 1nhab1ted river valleye whiua include the Giamda end its

trioutarie thc Taan;?O from 1ts Qunchon with the Giamda at the town of

S A SN ,,/M, oy o |
f]

I'e

: Kongbo iu bu« w...d on sne east uj the -cawl?v Voreated Pomi area -z region

2 ot snow pe ”w and decp gorwc; ~- end tu thu Luuth over ghe creat o the Grsat

Kongbo is an impa‘tx‘; wrea to the Chlﬂ““e Cammu4ist5' the v

Tibet ”oad c-u55es th—v&wh =t Lu*l‘21“9 tUu velleys of the Rongwand Giumda _

e _;_irive»s, ivqble timbgr vc,ervc need"d for cqnqtruction in,Tibet are pres ent,

"‘w,creaﬁl

it e

*i

agrzculﬁural ou»@uc. A’m* stratively, thkiﬁl”

2 LEve grouped

Kangbo; quil, and Pema!o into tne Lin~chih special admiqiutrative district,

: the hecdquarters of wh-ch are lccat»d st Lin-chih, situated in the Gi&mdn

Valley gevcral miles nurth of Ts cla L4vng §

...+ Approved For Release 2001/11/07 ; CIA-RDP79T010 A000100030006-1;

i3 ﬂ%ela Dzong to abo¢t 95°8 waeze the river estezs ita gurge, and to the north,

a..ive gorge '

Z:Szechuan-h

.

o ,and in same of tha vallcja u.gsed lana of;ezs llmitcd ogportunitieb for in-, B
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Vslley of tlae Cy&cﬁa below the tozm of Gimra (or T'ai-chao) gradual‘l.y widens L

' Szecawan-’l‘ibat rc&i) nd the water g of the ghokha Chu -- & distence of

“G.c‘mst"eem until Ia its lover course it reacheg a width of 1 to Ermiles,

I. Terra.n En& v 'ctation

Kimsbd is a mﬂed, e ,:xi:u_‘m: arca 1 n which high alpine riages and peaks

rigﬂ 5,000 ;ee't m~ more above the :"Lee:a ¢’ .‘m, najor river valleys. '.‘Che inter-

fluvial &ivicm.; ﬁha‘b g@arate m:;a:;r:r wiver _.r{,e:es, m'e, for the most part, rela-

tively broad and. consi.,‘c of e.’ten ive sren: of jag ed 1OV peaks, occasional

glac;ers, anéi ainizze la}*es. The breedth of these mount“in messes have tended

to iaclaﬁe the primmal river val.:,cv.. cre the agricultural populace residea.

ﬁ?he Gimnc'i&-”w 2P0 divide, for exemple, eppurently has no passes that permit

e

north— cmh cmxmieations between the two *ralleys. ' “’imilarly, tnere uppears

: to be 1o route :o,oxfth wom The Gla‘:."d... «a.‘L.ﬁy ‘between the Temo La (used by the .

raughly 60 wiles.
| The majo river valleys of Kongbo range in e..evat‘.on frcm about ,JOOO to -

»

-"’11.,000 feet and for mopt of ‘thei:. len r"’a’n have relativel,y wide valleyb. The

_\; .

separated. into swaral channels during low water. ‘ Similarly, tha,Tbanmo | i

- flows in 8 vdde valley near the ¢oiln cc with the Giamda, continu.mg east

tc the Villaﬂe of Pe (elevation wzuu ;,CJJ feet) » _where the valley narrows

,” the z*f.ver begins 1Es; steep descent ‘.hrqug.h misty gorge_s to the Indien  _.

plains,

- Ruamerous; Ehort trivutary atre&'za orig;.;ate in the snowfielaa of the
high mounteains. A}.thouuh these Btrcams oftm flow throug;h narro..t ravines in

their léﬁffr’cox:rsea s the upper valleyu tyfplcally are relyatively straiuht and

2

-
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. the caimon u..;,e’“ﬁtary in all fore: acsoci i"w"

U-.,ha\}eé, reﬁec yi& t*me

mbble a:i_aa&* {;& a
1&3&9. ST f; o , ., ; '\"
Most oi’ lxongbo below 1h ,cv; , .‘f, uOO 3 t has some ve&etative cov;r ";of

L _"acmb or fore..at, but t.ze mmy .,\..d. vaxlety depends on factors ot elevation,

e:qsaﬁure, a.ﬁ iocation %ﬂthif‘ I.o:ﬂa’bo :tn ﬂe: drier and, 1.15}1&:* nort“n*eatern

t,ected ‘glens ars ‘;‘:here ﬂmall sta,z&, 0~ cont fﬁroua trees. In contrarst, the

o ,’ .weh hee:vie** &cipiiffc..on e.ud g:x.,nf: ‘...lj lcz ar calwations of sou‘chea tem

chg‘oe 51{;}?0&"”‘ ex%:erzsive stm&zs of’ z:,v‘-rgremx f‘ores\.s. Typically, the valleys

-

-,;;; r K w«nty ecxve*ﬁm; of thcrn, oalk, &nd

éf tha fﬁ&j@‘*" awems in ;Coz:'fbo hem

»

S50 Ju:;i rees fcumi only where o -_y svea been planted. around the villages.

A tew hméa’%‘ est to thcgw- fect sbove the valley floors, tov.e‘.'c:r, scrub

) %ge’tatian z‘:;eb into forest vc;,ct;a...cn tuw co&.sia‘ta ofﬂ' ixed deciduﬁua v

: (maple ’ wler, birch) and everbr en };;éﬂ‘i 26 t tnc. lcvev elevat‘f ons, chan\,ing

'to laz‘ch, sﬁ"ace, t:na ﬁr i‘c**essts zt aigher e.levations. ’i‘he uvixr'

rhod&deﬁdron a"‘terms a;mm tac cr:*x_.ﬁ.rous tree line (about .'Lh,_ooo *e:ﬁ; and ia

Fﬁo‘l‘. travel izz Konbso la::‘ﬂely izs ccmfimd to ri*fer valleys axa.d e;:.;tinv

= gathg &éréi%ﬁ the uplaac.s. As notc&, L zvsm_t ncus wﬂuer’ ivicles consists

""’:"'ar vt@nsive &mine t«:r"ain a:a&, a"?marunﬂv’ very fe“' Pa”ws e’d‘m‘ that

yﬂmit nor*ﬁn»%aﬁh *ﬁmﬂ:ﬂl from one major river valley to enother. Locally,
hawwer, o?f»t*ail fmt travel, mouja difficult in places R woulci be possible

T vith the ﬁagreﬁ of aifficulty increaairzs to the Bouth and east vhere river

valleys becoms fleeper end slonea steeper. )

... Approved For.Release 2001/11/07 : CIA-RDP79T01019A000100030006-1 .
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F?[??WETO‘WAOOMOO%OOOG -1 -

Travel é.uz'in*' ‘E’{)‘i’iﬂg and m.um facilitated by mil& taaperaturea »

bu‘h in the wermer months freguent s 8T bogay CO"lditiGnB in the valleys

'!e:ﬂl also h”w}’ arp tr'u_a Mvers nomapll . «111 be iu flood. ptage dw'ing

_ A\.w;us sm: ia’co Eeplerber, aad thz T ctzci ~this scason wi.L'L fill 1ts 2 ‘bo

v3 mile w:i.. *ya‘?.iey. Momy of the u.-u_&l«:r streoms will be treacherous to ford
Lrom late mmn@, and throush the smx_h 8 "‘L.U.us. they are fed to scme extent

by m\,ltw—tﬁr frm remanem snowfiel zi:. Tze usual precaution of crossing

CconEo nl,y cross**d by the rope vridge muhoc.. »
Z‘ win er travel is e..e'ﬂvam beca se of ’*1% cald temperatuxes and strong
v&lley mncls. In sutusn end winter, bowcw vel in valle,/s will be easier

than in snring am‘i gurmer because the turf will be dried or frozea. nowfalls

'kshmzld not be a8 problem to travel in lowe; elleys e.ac'{ on siopes, but at the

‘ ?'highar elevqticn snowwill occasionally hl wler getting a‘bout 'Tfhe few pasaesr

- eeption G‘” a d.a,r or eo follomn_; & savere _.torm. In southeautem mn‘_z,oo,
. snow prcbebly clo:;ss the pesses for soversl months w_ﬂ 1t 18 questiona‘o
whether some cen be e"o*—*sed without con.:idc«*able difficult; during winter‘

1 CH A

S e chue‘:lons in 't‘.e:mpex-ucare and precipitation in Kongho result.
from difi’erer' es in slevation and locetion. Yo meterological records are

evaileble for stations in Kongoo. Host of the Gleamda Valle,{, however, is
caz:parable m altituie and latituc.e 0 Lhasa, conse .J.J, the accmpamring

v

el .
. IR T

S NS ’
C@i‘éﬂ@{l % ]
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in cen’aml and restez'n ziongbo are nov clob «i during winter --'w.". gicel Lhe ex- o

ear:.y m t:*a day to avo.,.d the dally zise in the water level should be abserved.

- ' In i;he e?*treme eastern portion of Korr»bo ami in lower Yie;rong river gorges are

BRI Y,

tables for I.hasa may be e:zpected to eppr o*:imate con.d.tiona in the lower valleys
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J i turea in the m hht ch:Lly eor ftion JB in % shadé. _

ot elevationa of about 10,000 f et s}«ou,_a spwroximate those of Lhasa, 'there' 7' |

is m ;'easaﬁ ﬁo' b&iave that Ia:ﬁz,a tmnevatures ure scmmﬂ;zat on the varm

#1d8 - ,5‘3‘9&?@: "5-3 bccc.use Thesa is 1ocated in a protected va_ley. It is T

| prebaalefthat rea&m‘,s in *‘c.he I’onu.o vzu.leys may dmp occasionally to 0° to

"50 F (in cc:“ﬁra.at 'to the absol\,.te mr m of 7‘°at La&sa) althom;h the uaual .

| vinte“* minifvm nom»&y will be in *::11'E 5°F o 209“ rang,e. In the upper o

aJ,leya at 13,690 tq _‘?a,OGO foot el T ulonﬁ mvimum raaﬂings shcul& everage

. 5°F ‘be lOﬁF col* ‘ ‘tL n tlcow cited .LO the T;r,,ller. Win er fe:mperaturea

1‘3’ Vaz‘;' El’but-ly deﬁex‘xdin" on exps ;,.)n . Considerable protecti on vill be
- 7otfered by cors.fe::fous foreats, vhile 1: thc “rder, cnea Va‘lleys EtrOn,_, :

'w&rfter wlni& will accentu‘,fte the co_.cl. ouzmer re..dinus are pro'bably about

f*the saz.ze as thoce j.or L.. sa, au.‘c‘r:ﬁz 5l ;q.ght’cime tmﬁperauures wy op to "

SR "the *i-O‘a. A in a;ll. *:az'ts of Ti‘uc’c, Neat variations occur ‘betwee*ljw an:i

vm@:\t readinﬁ, sna the h"f_jn elfv 1*:10_59 an"* rarified air neke for hot ta&pera-

P

| mcayi‘&atim munus in I Yonzho i cree se frcm weed h ee’mt and from nor’ch
to aou’th, with a:rmual aﬂom’ca est inateﬁ to ran,e frmn aO to over 10 inches,
fscut%zeastm Konche 1s on the margin botueen the rain-drenched Pcmi and

Bk rf?ea.alc areas and the &rier, ccn’circntel vegime characterietic of mozt of

. Tibet, ‘Ihe mois m:‘::-l&..xel" swm'e'ﬁ mnsoon pushes northwards inuo T*bet v
. thmu;;h ‘the gap e&ted ‘bJ 'the gor,*e o;. tde 'f‘sanapo es far upstream as Qfala

(9,2:;0 feeo) 2 which ma;ﬂ: t&%e amro:._.mate border between Pami c@d Konvbo.
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g a /.,ti:e uzner va.._.eys - "JuxtiCblwﬁ‘.z.V UQ *:,he 50 1theast. Permm,ent anovfleldsand

B e E R e

as reﬂected in the more e‘ctensive

7 ared to the rorthern side of the vailey. As in other

. az'eas ef *I‘a,ba’f., rain is concentrateci ivx ’che period frcm .‘J’une throu@h September.” R

iﬁﬂter mﬂv& nrobﬁ%ny are 11@?. in the 1ower, profected ve.lleys s 'but the

; f;*écuéﬁcy, mmmt, azzd duration of snow ana. snow ccvér 1ncreasea rapidly in o

‘4

imcasioml glaciers waz:;e t;.e m:,;,e,. elcvn 207D - dmm to 16 000 feet in '

s the tfcﬁﬁl& w'

ta‘b*ea for clesar ana c.x.ou:z,;éaya at Lhasa are indicative of conditions L

: :Bz 'the I.o'm:r valleys of central c.{l& western Lon\;bo. At highcr elevations an& R

EU

:.‘.n the 80’;(’5!16&.;2, howeve; , con.ﬁ aﬂrably more clcudy weather 1s common. ﬁ:e

are"eaid to ‘De B

wﬁ% cr‘az‘ t’he Greau EL;.lay ?m"ﬁ 'I:o Pc“_“o, :,or exemple,

- loaked in mict and drizzle most of the i
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'ﬁw typﬁ 0‘?‘ a"o‘;h:.z;z Woin ir.z f’.ong o ver ’es a ‘biﬁ ﬁ*cm a‘cl:r areas of Ti‘bet.

LRk |

Thé foll—%ﬁns c":.c: p :‘Lcm is t"" '" » t“ bcok ”R..ddle of the Gorgea,

1"‘&@1 ‘B;{ '&._a'ré»n it mi Who em}_m

TRE

;gw in ﬂwe 1920* a. |

em

”J’s}.ﬁt g6 in many. pfsrta of ':u 4 he miver’*a‘!. EWG"I‘E is & sort
i looss dressingegovn eclled o ¢ ;ﬁ, so in ¥éugbo the universal gore
ment ii%‘s a-gushuk, Smmer end ¥iiexy Oy and nig}t, by rien and women,
o, rich a:‘*é_%@.a, the pushuk is woru. 'm:e a strip of thick woollen cloth
+ phowt G feot long ané inches wide; meke a hole in the centre large
0 enouph to put your head through, and there vou ore, complete with
Coe gushuk, o ﬁlms? M1 Jov "’*{:e,li f¢ 15 to pud your head through the
© ‘hole, hmil up 2 feet of sisclh fore add eft, featen a balt round your
‘yaiel, silowing the slack %o bag over, s:;yi you heve a model dress;
the forhionable cslm.xr ia a &l marcon red. OF eocurse you weer
move than one gushuk, &bt least in wvinter,  Vhen dirty, reversé énd
R repent., Vhen cold, keer two rushuls, or thres. “hea wel, wear a - v
t o poatekin gughpk over the woollen cne, Halr dneldey when fine, reverse :
o | the gostekin; when hot, weor cne saghuk, pulling 1% well up above the
knees, At nlght, wndo the Belt, end the surpliis £01d falls to the ' CT
o - ground, meaking a long robe in visich you roll yourself, It iz a vonder- ’
S 7 ful germent, the right t}:ﬁnﬂ et %he r"f"'t price. Men, wcmm, and
LR ~f],,’}."*t:hi‘1m:1 enjoy i‘&. e
”m fachion for men 15 a spov‘t « ghin A-rh‘.ﬂa mﬁ. ti::ht breeches
: QL’ the szme material, tucked inside lonz Tocts, Rats are alszo ¢
1 wors 4n Konpbos m‘i&e-‘brmuﬁ lowwerovned c;.rculz;r Lots 11ke a pereon's,
made of white ox ‘blacL y hair. ’

i

™

WeeEy

=

@

,bms bw:ﬁea 'Ehrezade(.. on it ’,,_*c:.,e .
© begutiful exemmles of the o ur:}_- M;:-L: s cmft, g#«m e -
-ghort, though 1t 18 often curly. Woren heve long helr, part =
‘middle, glossy with tubter, W"’ ’3':118(.; t1ghtly back. ;‘Tll-r,v 'caps -
get Joumtily on the side of the head' ere vorn In fine westher, and -

‘hair hat% in wet‘ |
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N
: Langth of *ord - Lhasa 11 yrs. | /

R il

WA

Pd
FryT e

i Mea.n Maxi‘.mza Temberaturesr (011‘.1

g BT

S masa. . W &2 6
sl .)'ga.gthcf z-econa -= Lhesa 10 yrs. ‘ |

AT

N

R S

Metm Minim.m T@W*ratu:@s (DF )
o gm g 20 ot -
zhasa. R I
R mho’:ca --Ih&sal{)yrs.;i;”;.

TR ST

m%er of fovs ‘;’f::.q:wa*ure Be].ow Frcezmg '

WWWMMU NS

Ihess B o o o
length of ;.eccrd—- Byrs. o

Absolute i‘?_zﬁmum ;a:rwratume- (ﬁ“’"’ 3 o “ .

e

T TR N 0 TNEEES

v N‘WW "

length of ‘*ééox“dl - Ihésé. 10 yrsb.,

i T"iha""‘sa“"?ﬁﬁ' Es*?z, 91002'2. Flevation apuroximateiy 3658 0 meters/u,993?‘
feet. . Records ere for pericds of 9 to 11 yeaors, except raxinum snow
tim ﬁsr which 8tatiatics f‘or only 2 yews are available.
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ear

-mr ﬁ”r 'Tun Jul _}g Sep Oct Nov 'Dec 'Tofgl'
51 .87 1; 20 7.63 co,m 1&51 &h’( .97 .cat oo 5749
Length of mcon. Q- L’hasa 10 yrs. | '

TP ST

Averaf?e fheiber of Dﬁls With |
‘ JHilim te Sf Fr cir tat ton

. ogmre ve mr B dm B Aw Sep Ot Bov Dec
thess 0 1 - h,._ B 19 19 4 b o o ;

e T

a5 0 3

U

3 e PRI P T T Length of recor& -- Thasa 11 yrs. L

[T oL L Lad)

S | Mamm Smw Acmu ulation {Ibehes) |

ﬁ}& . m §_eg Ot oy i}c Jan “eb y‘m _‘:’ _£I Jun |
o 0 5 0 138 .19 .39 9h 118 o o

 YLength o-? PECOTE, we 2 yrs. ‘ '

-

o+

[ 1k 3 I

<

Lhesa -

T |

Aversww ”vmber of Clear Daya

‘  | X Feb  Mar Asr b"*v &‘m Jul __}_J.g Sep Oct ﬁov Bec‘

esa <15 16 5 5 3 3 2 2 5 15 | 20 a

P

‘!éns‘th of‘reéora -- 9 yrs.

AR Avergae mﬂbﬁf of Clouﬁx %gé‘f” A
Jen ¥ Mexr fpr fj_:,g um:' Jul ,.l% __g;_g_ Gct ,’Iov’ Dec

’m

.

esa 3 b 6 9 9 1z 20 17 u‘,'sﬁ 11
. SR I&ngthofrccord-—siyra.zf""ﬁ o |

’5 ‘The high sumer precipitat‘ on avera_,e" are the remult of one year (.‘Lgﬁ) uhen

re;mrted..y 198 inches of rain fell, Obviously, this wes exceptional, Zased on }:
. records for other years, the normal momﬁ of precipitat* o would be ﬂmarovimately‘ P
Y %o 3 inches é.uring Hzy, June, and September, and from 3 to 10 inches Quring July -

. and August, givi a8 yearly total of m-ound 20 mcaea. ,




